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John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster   

 

b. March 1340, d. 3 February 1398/99; 

 

Father:  Edward III, King of England1 b. 13 November 1312, d. 21 June 1377  

Mother:  Philippa d' Avesnes L.G.1 b. between 1313 and 1315, d. 15 August 1369  

 

John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster was the fourth son of King Edward III.2 Also called John "of Gaunt" 

Plantagenet. Arms: England, label ermine.3 He was born in March 1340 at St. Bavon's Abbey, Ghent, 

Flanders, Belgium.4,5,6 He was the son of Edward III, King of England and Philippa d' Avesnes L.G..1 

John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster was created Earl of Richmond by his father on 20 September 

1342.7,5 Earl of Richmond at England between 20 September 1342 and 4 February 1399.5,7 He was the 

successor of Henry, "of Grosmont," Duke of Lancaster; 1st Duke of Lancaster.8,9,10 John, "of Gaunt," 

Duke of Lancaster married Blanche, Baroness Lancaster, daughter of Henry, "of Grosmont," Duke of 

Lancaster and Isabel de Beaumont, on 19 May 1359 at Reading Abbey, Berkshire, England; His 1st. 2nd 

cousins, 1x removed.11 John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster associated with Marie de St. Hilaire before 

1360; Mistress.12 5th Earl of Lancaster in 1361.1 Knight of the Garter circa April 1361. John, "of Gaunt," 

Duke of Lancaster was nominated into the Order of the Garter, #36, circa April 1361.5,2 He styled 

himself, following the death of his father-in-law s.p.m., Earl of Richmond, Lancaster, Derby, and Lincoln 

on 21 July 1361.11 He was created Lord of Beaufort and Nogent, also in right of his first wife, on 14 

August 1361.12 He succeeded his sister-in-law, Matilda of Lancaster, as Earl of Derby, Earl of Leicester, 

and Earl of Lincoln on 10 April 1362.12 He was as Earl of Lancaster, created Duke of Lancaster on 13 



November 1362.11 2nd Duke of Lancaster at England between 13 November 1362 and 3 February 

1399.13 He was created Lord of Bergerac and Roche-sur-Yon on 8 October 1370.12 Lord of Bergerac and 

Roche-sur-Yon at France between 8 October 1370 and 4 February 1399. From the union of John and 

Constance descend the Kings of Castile. He married de jure Queen of Castile Constance Pérez de Castilla 

y León, daughter of Pedro I "el Cruel", rey de Castilla y León and Maria Yañez de Padilla, on 21 

September 1371 at Roquefort (perhaps St. Andrew), Guienne, Gascony, France; His 2nd (widower). 3rd 

cousins, 2x removed.14,4,12 John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster associated with Catherine de Roët L.G., 

daughter of Sir Payne de Roët, in 1371/72; Mistress (widow).15 John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster 

surrendered the earldom of Richmond on 5 June 1372.12 He assumed the style and title of King of 

Castile and Léon, in right of his second wife, before 6 October 1372.12 Titular King of Castile and Léon at 

Spain before 6 October 1372.12 He effectively ruled England during the last years of his father, Edward 

III's, reign and the first years of the real successor's, Richard II, between 1375 and 1380. He reconciled 

with the citizens of London by Joan "the Fair Maid" of Kent, his 1st cousin, once removed, in 1377.16 He 

was a witness where Joan "the Fair Maid of Kent", suo jure Countess of Kent, Baroness Woodstock, and 

Baroness Wake reconciled John of Gaunt, her 1st cousin, once removed, and the citizens of London in 

1377.16 John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster was a witness where John (de Nevill), 3rd Lord Neville 

provided men-at-arms to protect John of Gaunt during the Peasant's Revolt in 1381.17 John, "of Gaunt," 

Duke of Lancaster invaded Castile in 1386 at Spain.18 He was created Duke of Aquitaine on 2 March 

1390 at France.12 He married his former mistress when his 2nd wife, Constance, died; the marriage 

ratified and confirmed during the Great Schism by the Roman pope, Boniface IX, on 13 January 1395/96. 

He married Catherine de Roët L.G., daughter of Sir Payne de Roët, on 13 January 1395/96 at Lincoln 

Cathedral, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, England; His 3rd (widower). Her 2nd (widow).14,19,4,10,20,12 John, "of 

Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster was obtained legitimization, but without right of succession, for the four 

children born to his former mistress, and now wife, Catherine. He died on 3 February 1398/99 at 

Leicester Castle, Leicestershire, England, at age 58 years and 11 months. Or, less likely, Ely Place, 

Holborb, London. 3rd or 4th.4,10,12,2 He was the predecessor of Henry IV, "of Bolingbroke," King of 

England; 6th Earl of Lancaster.21 John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster was the predecessor of Henry IV, 

"of Bolingbroke," King of England; 3rd Duke of Lancaster.21 John, "of Gaunt," Duke of Lancaster was 

buried in Old St. Paul's Cathedral, London, England.12  

Family 1  

Marie de St. Hilaire b. circa 1340, d. after 1399  

Child  

◦Blanche Plantagenet b. b 1360, d. 1388/8912 

Family 2  

Blanche, Baroness Lancaster b. 25 March 1345, d. 12 September 1369  

Children  



◦rainha de Portugal Philippa of Lancaster L.G.+ b. 31 Mar 1360, d. 19 Jul 1415 

◦Elizabeth, Duchess of Exeter b. b 21 Feb 136322 

◦Henry IV, "of Bolingbroke," King of England+ b. 3 Apr 1367, d. 20 Mar 141321 

 Family 3  

Catherine de Roët L.G. b. circa 1350, d. 10 May 1403  

Children  

◦John Beaufort, Earl of Somerset, Marquess of Dorset+ b. bt 1371 - 1373, d. 16 Mar 1409/1023 

◦Henry, Cardinal Bishop of Winchester b. c 1375, d. 11 Apr 144719 

◦Thomas (Beaufort), Earl of Dorset, Duke of Exeter b. c 1377, d. 27 Dec 14269 

◦Joan Beaufort, Lady Ferrers de Wemme+ b. 1379, d. 13 Nov 144024,20,25 

Family 4  

de jure Queen of Castile Constance Pérez de Castilla y León b. 1354, d. 23 March 1394  

Child  

◦Catherine Plantagenet+ b. bt 6 Jun 1372 - 31 Mar 1373, d. 2 Jun 141826 
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Henry V, styled "of Monmouth," King of England1  

b. 9 August 1387, d. 31 August 1422; 

Father: Henry IV, "of Bolingbroke," King of England1 b. 3 April 1367, d. 20 March 1413  

Mother: Mary de Bohun1 b. circa 1369, d. 1394  

 



Also called Duke, 4th, Henry of Lancaster. Also called Henry "of Monmouth" Plantagenet. Henry V, styled 

"of Monmouth," King of England was born on 9 August 1387 at Monmouth, England.1  He was the son 

of Henry IV, "of Bolingbroke," King of England and Mary de Bohun.1 3rd Duke of Cornwall between 1399 

and 1413.2 Henry V, styled "of Monmouth," King of England was the successor of Henry IV, "of 

Bolingbroke," King of England; 3rd Duke of Lancaster.3 Henry V, styled "of Monmouth," King of England 

was the successor of Henry IV, "of Bolingbroke," King of England; King of England.4 4th Duke of 

Lancaster between 10 November 1399 and 1413.1 King of England between 20 March 1413 and 31 

August 1422.5 Hundred Years War - The English, under Henry V, attacked by, but defeat, the French. 400 

English versus 6000 French died. On 25 October 1415 at the Battle of Agincourt, Oise, Picardy, France.6 

Henry V, styled "of Monmouth," King of England married Princess Katherine de Valois, daughter of 

Charles VI "le Fol", roi de France and Isabel von Wittlesbach, on 2 June 1420 at Troyes Cathedral, France; 

Her 1st. 3rd cousin, 1x removed.5,7 Henry V, styled "of Monmouth," King of England died on 31 August 

1422 at Bois-de-Vincennes, France, at age 35 years and 22 days. Taking ill during the winter of 1422, 

during the siege of Meaux, which he won, probably of dysentery.5 He was the predecessor of Henry VI 

"of Windsor", King of England; King of England.8 Henry V, styled "of Monmouth," King of England was 

buried in Westminster Abbey, England.5  

Family  

Princess Katherine de Valois b. 27 October 1401, d. 3 January 1437  

Child  

◦Henry VI "of Windsor", King of England+ b. 6 Dec 1421, d. 21 May 14718 
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  King Henry V “of Monmouth” was the son of King Henry V of NOTES:

Bolingbroke who was the son of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, and grandson 

of King Edward III. The family connection ties in through both Mary debohun 

and Isabel Beaumont, Henry of Bolingbroke’s mother. 


